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Superheroes Unite! 
Guidance notes 

 

Introduction. 
Superheroes Unite is a fun creative writing exercise that taps into children’s imaginations. These 
six friends are new additions to the Digital Schoolhouse team and they will be helping us to solve 
digital problems for future activities. First though, we need to build their superhero profile.  

Children are invited to develop a full profile for each character and use that to develop their 
superhero backstories. There are multiple ways that this activity can be delivered, with each child 
either working completely independently or together, with the characters divided between them. 
the guidance will discuss some of the ways that children can work their way through this, that can 
be adapted by both parents and teachers.  

The Digital Schoolhouse team are running a creative writing competition, where we invite you to 
submit your character profiles and stories. The best ones will be published on our website.  

If you’d like to submit your details please fill in your details here and send a wetransfer with your 
documents to dsh@ukie.org.uk.  

Suitable for ages: 7 - 14 years (Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3) 
 
What will you learn? 

• Creative writing, and writing composition skills 
• English grammar and punctuation skills 
• Reading and reading comprehension 
• If the extension activities are attempted, then children also have the opportunities to 

learn and develop 
o art and design skills 
o digital creativity skills, including the production of a multimedia solution (i.e. film 

and animation) 
o musical composition skills 
o programming skills 
o an understanding of how computers represent images.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oxryYN8J_keD1MgXYGdjEGWzCz72yxhMsC44_HJymXJURTVaTjNJVFQxV0tVMEs2R1VZNFlMQlRTSSQlQCN0PWcu
http://wetransfer/
mailto:dsh@ukie.org.uk
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Parents and carers 
Look out for tips of how to work through this activity with your little learners 
throughout this document.  

 

Materials needed: 
▪ The Superheroes Unite Activity Pack, available to download from 

digitalschoolhouse.org.uk as a PDF file or a PowerPoint template. The pack can be either 
printed and completed by hand or digitally. 

▪ Pen or pencil 
▪ Writing paper 

 

 

What to do. 
There are multiple ways this activity can be approached, and some methods may be more suitable 
for an individual child, while others will work best with larger numbers of children such as an entire 
class group. Whichever way you approach it, the activity pack consists of largely four different 
types of worksheets. 

 
1. What’s my name? 

There are six of these types of worksheet, one for each character. Each sheet consists of the 
character and their special power. A space is provided to allow the child to brainstorm suggestions 
for the characters name.  

 
2. What type of personality do I have? 

Here we start to look at an individual’s likes and dislikes in order to be able to begin considering 
an individual personality. A table is provided where children can list different likes and dislikes for 
each character.  

The key point for consideration in this worksheet is, are there any likes/dislikes that we would 
expect certain characters to have? For example, the team player’s special power would involve 
working with others and communicating effectively, so it seems feasible to consider that one of 
their likes maybe group style activities, such as playing with their friends. The explorer for 
example, may like travelling to other countries, or going on hikes. Discuss this with the child, it 
might be useful for them to consider how these special powers (key skills) manifest in their own 
lives on a practical basis. It is a useful way to allow children to be able to recognise areas and 
instances of their own lives where they are displaying these behaviours.  

 
3. We need your help 

This is a simple brainstorming sheet to allow children to discuss potential names for the entire 
group of DSH friends. What type of name is most appropriate? If the role of the group is to save 
us from digital disasters, then what would a good name be for them? Of course they may prefer a 
name that is totally unrelated, and that’s fine too. 

 
4. Everyone has a story to tell. 

https://www.digitalschoolhouse.org.uk/documents/superheroes-unite-creative-writing-exercise
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Most children will likely be familiar with superhero stories, either from literature they’ve read or 
some of the blockbuster films that have been released. What do these stories have in common? It 
is certainly worth having a discussion around existing superhero stories they’ve read before 
beginning this worksheet. Are there common features in those stories (i.e. hero, villain, disaster). 
What do they like best about those stories and which bits do they tend not to like (if any)? Children 
can then use those as prompts for their own stories. 

The first page suggests three different types of stories, with some prompt questions for 
consideration. Each story may feature one or more of the characters. Likewise, children can write 
one or more stories, depending on the approach you’ve taken.  

It is important here that children attempt the story writing only after they have decided upon 
character names and personalities, as these will influence the story they tell. Remind the children 
about each of the characters likes and dislikes, will this affect how they will behave when reacting 
to situations? The aim of these stories is not just to introduce the DSH friends to the world but 
also to bring them to life.  

As this is a story being developed you may find it easier to not use the worksheet instead. A My 
Story word document template has been provided as an alternative that you could use, or 
alternatively children could handwrite their stories on a separate piece of paper.  

Please do share your stories with the DSH team though, we aim to publish the best ones onto our 
website.  

Try this twist! If comic books are more your thing, then why not write the story as a comic book 
strip instead?  

 

Approaches for delivery. 
There are multiple ways the activities could be approached by both parents and teachers. 
However, before you begin it may be useful to look at some superheroes together. You may 
choose to watch a film or read a book together, or how about revisiting some comics.  

Teachers: this could be set as a piece of homework for children to do at home, with the subsequent 
lesson then starting with a discussion of key points they’ve identified and taken away from the 
stories. You might discuss questions such as: 

▪ What superhero did they read about (or watch the film for)?  
▪ What were their special powers? What did this mean for the story? What types of problems 

were they able to solve with their powers? 
▪ Did they find out anything about the superhero’s personal life? Why was this important to 

the story? 
▪ For English lessons, you could ask pupils to identify any adjectives and similes they spotted 

in the story. It might be useful to make a note of these as they could use them later. 

Parents: first and foremost, when doing this research, they key thing is to simply enjoy 
the experience. Have some fun. You might stop the story at key parts and discuss 
what is happening and why. Consider some of the language being used in the story 
and the impact this has. Some useful preparation for the activity ahead would be to 
consider the ‘best bits’ from each of the superheroes they like and to combine them 
into a single new character that they invent. What would this new superhero look like? 
Can they draw a picture and describe them? 
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Approach Type Individual/Group Method 

The Sequential 
Approach 

Individual The attached activity pack has all the worksheets arranged in a particular order, that allows you to determine character 
personalities before arriving at a group name and back stories. This approach simply follows them in sequence as they 
are already laid out. It would work well as an activity for a single child to do, and it may be spread over multiple 
sessions.  

Parents: this activity is suitable for home learning 

The Sequential 
Approach 

Small Groups Complete the activities in the order they have been laid out. There is value in group discussion here.  

Parents: if you have multiple siblings, allowing children to brainstorm names and likes/dislikes together works well to 
help get the creative juices flowing. Children may even draft the outline of some stories together but then divide the 
writing up between them, e.g. a story each. 

The Jigsaw 
Approach 

Medium to 
Large group 

Introduce and explain the task to the whole group. If they have done the pre-activity research suggested above then 
starting off with a discussion to pull together their thoughts on this is a good starter to help set the scene.  

Go through the scenario laid out in the activity pack and invite some thoughts and comments from the group.  

Divide children into groups of three. Depending on the number of groups, they could be assigned one or more 
characters each. 

Each group should then work through: 

What’s my name? 

What type of personality do I have? 

For each of the characters that they’ve been assigned. The groups may nominate a child to act as a scribe (and if they 
do, they should take this in turns). 

Once complete, invite each small group to present their thoughts back to the rest of the class. Either through using 
an online tool or some other mechanism, collate the responses together from the different groups (for future reference 
by the class).   

 

An alternative way to do this is to is to divide all the groups up into new groups, ones that are made up of a single 
person from each of the original groups. Each child can then share in turn with the rest of the group what their own 
group discussed and decided.  
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Depending on how much time you want to dedicate to this activity, there are opportunities here to add in a review 
phase. Where the class can discuss and decide collectively which traits and names they agree on as a class. Perhaps 
a vote? 

Once names and personalities have been determined its time to write the stories. The suggestion here is that each 
child writes their own story. However, they may find it useful to have access to the names and personalities that have 
already been decided. Also a group discussion prior to discuss potential storylines could also help. You may wish to 
nominate and divide the different types of stories between the different groups. So six children for example, could 
each write specifically about one of the characters each, while the others could focus on the other scenarios.  

Share the completed stories with the group, invite children to read each others’ stories. Some peer proof-reading of 
the work and suggestions for improvements before stories are re-edited would also work very well for helping to refine 
the stories.  

The Jigsaw 
Approach @ Home 

Small group 

 

Note: this is an 
adapted version 
designed to be 
delivered at 
home amongst a 
group of 
siblings. 

Introduce and explain the task. If they have done the pre-activity research suggested above, then starting off with a 
discussion to pull together their thoughts on this is a good starter to help set the scene.  

Go through the scenario laid out in the activity pack and invite some thoughts and comments from the children.  

Ideally some discussion amongst peers is ideal, so divide the children accordingly. Depending on the number of 
children at home, they may work in pairs, in which case it is likely that each pair will need to be assigned more than 
one character each.  

Each pair should then work through: 

What’s my name? 

What type of personality do I have? 

For each of the characters that they’ve been assigned. The older child might act as a scribe to complete the worksheets 
based on discussions. 

 

Once complete, bring everyone back together to have a whole group discussion to share ideas and what has been 
discussed. You may decide to add to these as you talk through them. It will certainly be useful to review what’s been 
decided and agree collectively on a set of traits and names that everyone agrees with. 

Once names and personalities have been determined it’s time to write the stories. The suggestion here is that each 
child writes their own story, choosing from one of the three scenarios suggested. A group discussion to discuss 
potential storylines ahead of writing the drafts will also help.  
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Share the completed stories with the group, invite children to read each other’s stories. Some peer proof-reading of 
the work and suggestions for improvements before stories are re-edited would also work very well for helping to refine 
the stories.  

Let’s Reverse 
Approach: Simple 
Version 

 

Individual or 
small groups 

This approach can work with either children working independently or together in small groups. It’s the simpler 
approach so will require some preparation work from adult. 

You’ll need a pre-prepared story, ideally based upon the DSH characters. You will need to write one up in advance, 
which includes all/most of the characters. 

Give the story to the children. They will need to read through this carefully. After reading the story, can they identify 
examples of: 

▪ Character personality traits/likes or dislikes 
▪ Nouns 
▪ Adjectives 
▪ Metaphors and Similes 

What does the story tell them about each of the characters? Can they match the character images and special powers 
to the names referred to in the story?  

The children should review the material and subsequent discussions and use it to complete the worksheets: 

What’s my name? 

What type of personality do I have? 

 

Delivering the activity in this way focuses on the comprehension of text and understanding. You can build upon this 
and develop further creative writing opportunities by asking children to end by writing their own next story about the 
characters based upon the work that they have done.    

Let’s Reverse 
Approach: 
Advanced Version 

 

Individual or 
small groups 

This approach can work with either children working independently or together in small groups. 

Ideally for this the pre-session research on superhero literature and media should have been done. Show the children 
page 3 in the activity pack, where they can see each character and their special power.  

Each child should write a story using one or more of the characters. This will be more challenging as they haven’t done 
any of the prep work identifying the names or personality traits, but it is useful method if a child has some inspiration 
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on a storyline. Carrying out some free flow writing to get the ideas down without worrying too much about the 
mechanics is a good starting point here. 

Once the story is drafted, with an adult, sibling or class peer they should consider: 

▪ What does the story tell them about each of the characters?  
▪ Can they match the character images and special powers to the names referred to in the story?  

The children should use the discussions to complete the worksheets: 

What’s my name? 

What type of personality do I have? 

Once the story has been deconstructed in this way and aspects considered in more detail, children should then revisit 
their original stories. Do they want to edit their stories based on what they have now decided?    
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Extension activities. 
There are many ways that the activities within this pack can be extended. See below for some 
ideas. 

 

Art and design. 
No great superhero story is great without some really amazing visuals to go with them. Can 
children create a piece of original art to accompany their story? This might be a book cover for 
their story, or a scene? Perhaps a poster advertising their film? Children could bind pages together 
to create their own picture book version of the story, dedicating a different paragraph to each 
page, accompanied by its own picture.  

Artwork could be done by hand, using pens, pencils, crayon or paint or alternatively using graphic 
editing software if you have it available. Did children describe the characters headquarters? If so, 
perhaps they might want to construct a 3D model of it out of LEGO or play dough. 

 

Computing. 
Try your hand at a little digital creativity. Using a variety of tools children can create not just their 
artwork but they might also try their hand at a little musical composition and compose a 
soundtrack to go with their story, or how about creating their own animated movie? The following 
resources should help: 

▪ Audacity – free sound editing software 
▪ Blender – 3D modelling and animation software 
▪ iMovie – free movie editing tool with Apple devices 
▪ Move Maker – free movie editing software with Windows 

 

By using free tools such as Scratch, can children convert their story into an interactive 
programmed adventure? You could connect this with the Digital Schoolhouse workshop resource 
Scratch Stories: Storytelling…with a twist! which is free to download here. 

Dive deeper into your artwork. Learn how computers represent images with the Crazy Graphics 
workshop which is free to download here. You can also try our unplugged activity Paint by Pixels 
which you can download here. 

 

Curriculum Mapping: English   
This activity provides children with opportunity to meet the following curriculum Aims: 

▪ read easily, fluently and with good understanding 
▪ develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 
▪ acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 

conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 
▪ write clearly, accurately, and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for 

a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 
▪ use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly 

their understanding and ideas 
▪ are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others, and participating in debate 

 

https://www.audacityteam.org/
https://www.blender.org/
https://www.apple.com/uk/imovie/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/p/movie-maker-10-free/9mvfq4lmz6c9?activetab=pivot:overviewtab
https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://www.digitalschoolhouse.org.uk/workshops/scratch-stories-storytelling%E2%80%A6with-twist
https://www.digitalschoolhouse.org.uk/workshops/scratch-stories-storytelling%E2%80%A6with-twist
https://www.digitalschoolhouse.org.uk/workshops/crazy-graphics
https://www.digitalschoolhouse.org.uk/workshops/crazy-graphics
https://www.digitalschoolhouse.org.uk/documents/paint-pixels
https://www.digitalschoolhouse.org.uk/documents/paint-pixels
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In addition, the activity allows children the opportunity to meet a number of Programme of Study 
statements from the following areas in Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3.  

▪ Reading Comprehension 
▪ Writing - Transcription 
▪ Writing Composition 
▪ Writing - Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 

 


